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Sleight of hand
remembering foreign policy among internal brawls
by Sarah Martin

Domestic politics have never 
interested me. Frankly, I 
would much rather leave 

major decisions to a tied and silent 
Congress, leaving us, the citizenry, 
alone to pursue our own happiness.  
But, I am a woman, and as such, it 
is the affairs of others (nations that 
is) and their relationship to us that 
keeps me up at night. 

As the United States prepares 
for another carpet-bombing 
of messages “approved by X,” 
her citizens look for a strong 
candidate to fix the shambles of 
our economy—and rightfully so! 
With the unemployment rate at 

9.1% (as of June 21), the reformed 
health care debacle, the housing 
market still in limbo, the weakened 
and continually weakened dollar—
it is the calm person who is the 
fool. While these issues will sway 
my hand at next year’s ballots, it 
will not be the defining feature. All 
Republican candidates have a better 
economic policy than President 
Obama—though with the bar set so 
low, it would be difficult to create 
something worse. Rather, what will 
sway me are their foreign policies.

A cohesive foreign policy is 
just as important, if not more so, 
than a domestic policy. Let us not 

see POLICY pg 6

In terms of crafting a solid and cohesive foreign policy, the current GOP candidates have fallen flat on their 
faces. The 90s have come and gone; we can’t afford not to have one. Who among them will step up to the 
plate…podium? If they only spoke of foreign issues, made it clear that they were thinking about the world 
abroad, it would be a point to that candidate.
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Democratic theory for constitutional 
interpretation=make sh*t up
by Michael Morgante

During the debt ceiling 
debate, a proposed solution 
made by some on the left 

was for the president to invoke the 
14th amendment. 

Secretary Timothy Geithner was 
the first to float the cockamamie 
idea that this amendment could 
be used to circumvent the 
debt ceiling, and was quickly 
followed by members of 
Congress including Reps. Eliot 
Engel, Shelia Jackson Lee and 
James Clyburn. Rep. John 
Garamendi (D-CA) said, “Our 
president, we believe, has the 
ultimate power to solve this…
We hope he doesn’t have to use 
it.” President Bill Clinton jumped 
into the debate saying that he 
would invoke the 14th Amendment, 
“without hesitation, and force the 
courts to stop me.” 

What better authority to have on 
the Constitution than Bill Clinton.  
After all, he has the same amount of 
respect for the Constitution as he 
has for women, interns, grand juries 
and congressional oversight.  

So in this 
debate, we 
have a former 
P r e s i d e n t 
and some 
of the most 
i m p o r t a n t 
D e m o c r a t s 
saying that the 
debt ceiling is 
meaning less 
and the 
President can 
do whatever 

he wants. It’s a scary day in America 
when politicians refer to the 
President as having ultimate and 
supreme authority. Last I checked, 
we fought a pretty big war over the 
idea that no government— let alone 
a single person— should be allowed 

to have unbridled and unrestrained 
power.

The first thing one has to see 
about this argument is that only nine 
words out of 84 are quoted, “The 
validity of the public debt…shall 
not be questioned.” As is common 
in Democratic constitutional 
interpretation, they pick and 
choose, mix and match words in 
the Constitution so they mean 
what they want them to mean. The 

left conveniently overlooks much 
of this amendment and ignores the 
historical context in which it was 
created.  

This amendment was adopted 
as one of the Reconstruction 
Amendments following the Civil 
War to reunite the country. That 
was the purpose of this magical 
amendment, not to provide grounds 
so that statutory acts of Congress 
can be ignored and set aside for 
political gain by a political party or 
president. 

The amendment also reads, “The 
Congress shall have the power to 
enforce, by appropriate legislation, 
the provisions of this article.” Plain 
and simple, this means that the 
14th Amendment expressly and 
unambiguously gives the power of 
enforcement of everything in the 

14th Amendment, including the 
Debt Clause, to Congress and 
not the President, who has 
no constitutional standing to 
invoke this amendment.   

Any attempt by President 
Obama to do what has been 
advocated by Democratic 
lawmakers and spokesmen 
would not only be in violation 

of the explicit letter of the 
Constitution but the spirit of it 
as well. With such a move, the 
President and the Democratic Party 
would circumvent the purpose of 
having the legislative and executive 
powers of government separated 
and would take an authority 
granted explicitly and exclusively to 
Congress and place it in the hands 
of the executive branch and the 
President. 

Last I checked, we fought a pretty 
big war over the idea that no 

government—let alone a single 
person—should be allowed to have 
unbridled and unrestrained power.

1.bp.blogspot.com/_kDTCCrs3W9Q/TNojgvoh-EI/AAAAAAAAA/nuym-_fJ9U8/s1600/bill-clinton1.jpg
Bill Clinton, former President of the United States, current philanthropist and wom-
anizer. Also— legitimate source for Constitutional interpretation.

see AMENDMENT pg 4
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JoIn us foR ouR
fIRst speakeR

upComIng events

9/9  Nationals vs. Astros
  Game time at 7:05 pm

  Southside meet-up at 5:30 pm

9/20 Congressman Aaron Schock

Aaron Schock
IL-18 state RepResentatIve

At the age of 23, Aaron Schock was simultaneously 
the youngest school board president in history and 
the youngest Illinois State Representative. He is now 
the youngest Member of Congress and the first to be 
born in the 1980s. For the 112th Congress, Schock 
was appointed to serve on the highly coveted Ways and 

Means committee.

 September 2011

2012 RepubLICan 
pResIdentIaL nomInatIon

Real Clear Politics Polling Average 
(8/15-8/31)

obama stats
Approval:      

44% (Rasmussen, 9/5) 

Disapproval: 
55%  (Rasmussen, 9/5)

Unemployment: 
9.1%

Gasoline: 
$3.66/Gallon 
(gasbuddy.com, 9/5)

 Public Debt: 
$14.7Trillion
(usdebtclock.org)

Days Left in Term:  500
26.3
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Palin
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The return no one asked for
by Josh Kaib

Monday night, June 20th, the wait was finally 
over. countdown with keith olbermann 
premiered on its new home, current tv, the 

channel co-founded by al gore. 
Keith Olbermann sycophants no longer need to 

lean forward and take whatever MSNBC’s corporate 
media fascist bosses want to put on the air.

Yes, those horrible corporate media thugs, 
putting dolts like Chris Matthews, Al Sharpton, and 
Ed Schultz on television.  What an 
outrage! Particularly since they 
unceremoniously canned Keith 
Olbermann, the modern day Edward 
R. Murrow.

Why, his Special Comments were 
pure journalistic genius!  He had the 
intellect to put aside facts and rely 
on his thesaurus and Google (to find 
literary quotes, or course).  That is 
an achievement that Brian Williams wishes he could 
pull off, but that blue collar simpleton, who didn’t 
even graduate college, will never reach the level of 
achievement of Mr. Olbermann.  Keith, of course, 
graduated from Cornell.  You know, the trailer park 
of the Ivy League.

Oh, yes, those Special Comments.  My heart 
flutters at the thought.  Who can forget the time he 
asked whether President Bush was “a pathological 
presidential liar, or an idiot-in-chief”?  Or the time 
when he so boldly spoke the truth and declared Senator 
Scott Brown “an irresponsible, homophobic, racist, 

reactionary, ex-nude model, teabagging supporter of 
violence against women and against politicians with 
whom he disagrees”?

And what about the time he demanded an apology 
from Mr. Bush, and even inquired “Have you no sense 
of decency, sir?”  Oh, what Murrow-esque excellence!

During his first show on Current, the excellence 
continued.  He had such marvelous guests, including 
Michael Moore, the greatest filmmaker in the galaxy 

(pound for pound), and Markos 
Moulitsas, the far-left blogger 
from The Daily Kos who often 
gets mistaken for That ’70s Show 
character Fez.

Mr. Moulitsas was banned from 
MSNBC after he alleged that Joe 
Scarborough killed a female intern 
while in Congress.  Those corporate 
fascists who run MSNBC could not 

take the truth.  While I personally had my money on 
Mike Barnacle, I could see Joe Scarborough as the 
Morning Joe murderer.  

But Scarborough cried to his TV mom, Mika 
Brezinski, and his bosses, who in turn banned the 
greatest blogger ever from appearing on MSNBC.  
Appearing on Current, he was liberated and free 
to trash Scarborough as much as he wanted while 
Olbermann watched on with glee.  Mr. Murrow would 
be so proud.

Keith Olbermann has returned to the airwaves.  
Luckily no one is watching.¤  

cache.blippitt.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Keith-Olbermann-
Countdown-Current-TV.jpg

If anything, the arguments of the left that supposedly give Obama the authority to circumvent the rest of the 
Constitution, actually serve to force the President, in this sort of crisis, to make the hard decision of prioritizing 
what the federal government must and what it doesn’t have to pay for. Obviously, this poses a problem for 
Obama as he hates making decisions other than what to get on his burger (that his wife has told the rest of 
us we can’t eat.) Coming into an election year, no one, especially a man with a 40% approval rating and losing 
support from his own base, wants to say, “I don’t think we need the EPA or the Department of Education,” or 
“We don’t need as many government employees.” 

Fortunately, Congress and the President resolved the debt ceiling fight without creating a Constitutional 
crisis.  But if Democrats are tempted to violate the Constitution on this issue, what other issues would they be 
willing to bend the rules to resolve?  

Like with so many other instances, I wish the Democratic Party would stop using Crayola Crayons to write—I 
mean—interpret the Constitution and actually obey the oath they took to uphold and defend it.¤

AMENDMENT



September 2011

My name is Todd Carney and I 
am honored to serve as President 
of American University’s College 
Republicans for the 2011-2012 
school year. College Republicans 
has been a key part of my College 
experience. I have made some 
great friends, had unforgettable 
experiences and learned a lot about 
politics and leadership. 

The AUCRs has had a strong 
leadership team. Bernie Schulz has 
served as our club’s advisor since 
it’s revival in the early 2000s. He 
shows dedication to our club unlike 
any other advisor on campus. We 
also have a many former Presidents 
who built the club into the great 
organization it is today, such as 
Bob Nardo, Stephen Laudone 
and Will Haun. Finally we have 
great alumni who have helped 
the Conservative movement on 
campus. Chris Malagisi has started a 
class on the History of the Modern 
Conservative Movement and Ira 
Jersey has set up a scholarship for 
College Republicans that will first 
be awarded in 2014.

Over the past few years the 
College Republicans have engaged 

Our club strives to do 
different types of activities 
to give everyone a chance 
to get involved. If you are 
more of an activist, then 
volunteer for awareness 
campaigns. If you want 
to network, then come to 

alumni events. 

in campaign trips to Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Virginia and Maine. 
They have brought speakers like 
Karl Rove, Ambassador John 
Bolton, Senator Rick Santorum, 
Congressman Ron Paul and 
Senator Coburn. Finally, the club 

has engaged in many social activities 
like going to the movies, National’s 
games and political conferences like 
CPAC. 

This year will be even better. 
We have several speakers lined 
up, social events planned and will 
have many campaign opportunities. 
Beyond that, we plan to increase 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

our community service outreach 
by working with veterans and at 
pregnancy crisis centers. We’ll also 
work to increase our outreach 
with alumni by setting up an alumni 
newsletter, having a luncheon with 
a prominent alumni and an alumni 
reception. Finally we’ll create 
more awareness campaigns for 
Conservative issues.

We hope our members will take 
advantages of all the opportunities. 
Our club strives to do different 
types of activities to give everyone 
a chance to get involved. If you are 
more of an activist, then volunteer 
for awareness campaigns. If you 
want to network, then come to 
alumni events. Finally, if you just 
want a full experience, feel free 
to come to as many events as you 
want.

I look forward to working with 
you all this year. The e-board and I 
are here to make this year a great 
experience for all Republicans, 
Libertarians and Conservatives on 
Campus.

-Todd Carney
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forget the tragedy of hubris that 
was the 1990s—the Cold War 
had been won; Eastern Europe 
liberated; the Evil Empire dissolved. 
Al-Qaeda was in its toddler stage; 
Afghanistan an unknown place for 
most Americans. 

In celebration, President Bill 
Clinton heavily reduced (read: 
decimated) the budgets for 
the military and intelligence 
departments. He turned his 
attention home. When incidents 
like the bombing of the USS Cole 
in 1997 happened, he acted neither 
with principle, precision nor 
propinquity.  This policy relaxation 
and quietness can be (and is widely) 
considered a stepping stone on the 
road to September 11. However, 
it is with much chagrin that the 
benefit of the doubt must be given 
to President Clinton. Even with a 
bolstered intelligence community, 
it seems wrong to assume that 
he could have predicted and/or 
circumvented the shock and terror 
that was September 11.

With that said, President 
Obama’s policies have no excuse to 
be as meager as they are. He came 
into office in wartime: two major 
conflicts and a broader policy of 
fighting jihadism. Instead of putting 
his full attention to these efforts, 
like his predecessor, President 
Obama turned his attention home. 
He bowed to foreign leaders. 

President Obama was so eager 
to usher the United States through 
another gilded 1990s that he 
forgot what made the 1990s as 
they were—the absence of major 
international conflict.

In the wake of international 
calamities: the destabilization of 
the Middle East, growing violent 
discontent from the European 

POLICY

Union; in response to failed 
attacks within the nation: the Ft. 
Hood massacre, the “Underwear” 
Bomber—the President has done 
nothing but falter and stumble. 
What action has been done is 
minimal, belated and schizophrenic. 
Today, there is a quiet from 
Washington about these issues that 
is embarrassing as it is unsettling. 
Although there were major 
logistical faults made in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, at least President Bush 
had a concrete foreign policy and 
acted upon it.  

The broad-stroked, whisper-like 
foreign policy I hear from the 2012 
Republican candidates, if I hear 
anything at all, is troubling. I fear 
that in trying to defeat President 
Obama on his follies, they have 
forgotten the shifted paradigm. This 
country will never have the luxury 
the 1990s provided us again. A 
wise Latin man (Vegetius, for those 
playing at home) once said, “si vis 
pacem, para bellum”—if you want 
peace, prepare for war. This is not 
an invitation to craft a foreign policy 

that will have the United States 
intervening in all corners of the 
world, in every internal conflict. But 
at the very minimum, there needs 
to be a feeling of urgency from our 
candidates that external affairs are 
still very much in the front of their 
minds.

Let us imagine the United States as 
a bard, floating gently on the waters 
of proverbial international conflict. 
As of yet, the passengers—us—are 
involved in boisterous infighting 
(equally amusing and disconcerting 
to watch), directed primarily at our 
captain and crew. The waters are a 
choppy, but no one is complaining 
about their things being thrown 
about under the deck. However—
there are stronger waters, stronger 
storms ahead. The new captain 
cannot allow infighting to take 
control of the entire journey. He 
is not expected to predict and act 
on every major or minor conflict 
abroad—that would be too much 
to ask of a mere mortal.

But he needs to have a plan. ¤ 



EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for reading the first Right Wing print edition for the 

year.  My name is Josh Kaib and I am this year’s Editor-in-Chief.  
After a one year hiatus, current Vice President Jim Banks brought 

The Right Wing back from the dead last year, and I had the honor and 
privilege of writing for it.  I hope to build on the success of last year and 
continue what Jim started.  

But I can’t do it alone.  A publication is only as good as the writers who 
write for it.  That’s where you come in.  

As a Right Wing contributor, you can cover a broad range of topics and 
events through a broad range of media.  In addition to the print edition, 
we have a blog, twitter feed, and Facebook page.  You will be tasked 
with writing about political issues, AUCR events, or whatever floats your 
boat.  The Right Wing is a reflection of what AUCRs care about, so the 
direction that it takes is largely up to you.

For The Right Wing to be a success, I will need plenty of writers, editors, 
photographers, and social media gurus to assist me.  

If you want to be a writer, your main responsibility will be to create 
content for the blog and print edition.  The blog will be updated multiple 
times a week, but as a writer, you can contribute as little or as much 
as possible.  Some of you might want to write something once a week, 
others once a month, and still others only once the whole year.  It really 
is up to you, as long as the blog features fresh content every week.  When 
it comes to the print edition, there are three more issues for this school 
year, and writers will create original content for it, as well as contribute 
some of their best blog entries.

We also need editors who are good with proofreading and/or 
technology.  For both the print edition and blog, a proofreader is essential 
to ensure that pieces are free from errors.  Tech-savvy individuals are also 
needed to help with technical aspects of the blog and print edition.

Because The Right Wing also covers AUCR events, it is important to 
have photographers documenting them as they happen.  Any members 
who take photographs will be able to send them to aurightwing@gmail.
com or upload them to Facebook.  Many people take photos at events 
anyway, so this is an easy way to contribute to the success of The Right 
Wing.

Social media is also an important aspect of The Right Wing, so anyone 
interested in Facebook or Twitter is welcome to help out with those 
accounts.  Twitter is especially important for increasing the blog’s 
popularity, so I will need someone to manage that account.

Thank you for your interest in The Right Wing.  If you are interested in 
helping out in any way, I would be honored to have you.  No experience 
is necessary, although that is certainly a big plus.  Any contribution will be 
greatly appreciated.

-josh kaib

follow us to get

u p d a t e s  f o r
e v e n t s
g e t  l i n k s  t o 
news stories
and connect with
fellow crs


