
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

The Obama Administration has called Summer 2010 the “Summer of 
Recovery.”  While the economic numbers are remaining stagnant, there is a very 
different recovery on the way. As of right now, it appears likely that in the 2010 
Midterm Elections that the Republicans will regain a majority in the House and 
possibly even the Senate. In the House, Real Clear Politics currently has the 
Republicans gaining 25 seats to a total of 203 and the Democrats losing 56 seats to 
a total of 199 with 33 toss ups in play. In the Senate, the Republicans are predicted 
to gain 3 seats to 44, with Democrats losing 9 seats to 48 with 8 seats listed as toss 
ups. Cook Political Reports just updated their predictions as having Republicans 
pick up 35-40 seats in the House. While there still is much to be calculated in the 
numbers game, many people see a second Republican Revolution of 1994 around 
the corner. 

But perspective is necessary. The Republicans did not get to this point on 
policy alone. According to a recent Rasmussen poll, 60% of Americans believe that 
Congress does not care what the public thinks. This is a symptom of a Democrat 
Congress lead by the Obama Administration which governs by ideology rather than 
consensus. Whether it is the 13 trillion dollar and rising national debt, (which comes 
out to around $44,000 per person according to USDebtClock.org) the Healthcare 
Bill, which 56% of America ns oppose according to a CNN Opinion Research Poll, 
or the lawsuit of Arizona which according to a Rasmussen poll from the time the 
SB1070 bill was signed into law is supported by 60% of Americans, the Democrat 
Congress and the Obama Administration has come down on the side opposite of 
the American people.  

This frustration with the government, in addition to the TEA Party 
movement’s growth has shifted power in Congress.  However, Congress’ approval 
rating remains at 20% according to the Real Clear Politics average. This means that 
on average, only 1 in 5 Americans are satisfied with the direction of Congress. 
Republicans aren’t guaranteed to take back the House or the Senate. But with the 
Obama administration in power it is a much more difficult situation for the 
Democrats who must own up to the actions of their President and their Party. 

Republicans only have to win 40 seats to gain a majority in the House and 10 
to gain a majority in the Senate. But to do this, Republicans have to get encouraged 
and get out the vote. If they fail to do so, they will not recover from the losses of 
2006 and 2008 this year. And if they don’t recover now then 2012 will be that much 
harder. 
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This Labor Day weekend, Washington 
DC might seem quiet. But one week ago, the 
city was alive as hundreds of thousands of 
Americans descended upon the city for the 
Restoring Honor rally. One could say that 
Glenn Beck was like a stimulus package to the 
tourism industry of DC. But this rally was no 
mere celebration. The Restoring Honor rally 
focused on calling for a return to the 
traditional values of the founding of the 
United States of America. Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, Beck’s stated principles were the 
values which he claimed would be at the 
center of bringing America out of these tough 
times and back to a shining city on the hill. Yet 
these values are not to be used by the 
government to help the downtrodden, but by 
the people who do so out of the strength of 
their own character. It is their honor. 

      Awards were given to people for their 
achievements in the three areas. The recipient 
for Faith was Pastor CL Jackson, who was 
present at the “I Have a Dream” Speech 47 
years ago to the day. For Hope, it was St. 
Louis Cardinals star Albert Pujols who 
glowingly described how his Christian faith 
had an impact on not only his career but on 
his community service activities. And for 
Charity, it was John Huntsman Sr., a 
billionaire who began the state-of-the-art 
Huntsman Cancer Institute with his wealth 
and has participated in various other 
philanthropic endeavors. These were people 

who were proud to sacrifice both time and 
money to help others. Beck displayed his own 
charity in his efforts at the rally to promote the 
Special Operations Warriors Foundation, an 
organization which provides aid to the families 
of fallen special operations troops; an under-
appreciated demographic in the military when 
it comes to public charity. Through Beck’s 
actions with the Restoring Honor rally , he 
raised over 5 million dollars for the foundation 
which pledges to put the children of the fallen 
special operations soldiers through college. 

 Despite the uplifting 
nature of the rally, there are always critics. 
Before the rally even began, Beck’s 
detractors painted it as a political affair 
which would stomp on the legacy of Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” Speech 
on its 47th anniversary. Not only was it on 
the anniversary, but Beck’s rally was at the 
exact same location; the Lincoln Memorial. 
Whatever his intentions were, Beck 
certainly provided plenty of fodder for his 
enemies. But actions speak louder than 
words and the proceedings ran in 
contradiction to the conspiracy theories. 
Former Alaska Governor and 2008 
Republican Vice Presidential nominee, 
Sarah Palin honored several veterans as a 
mother of one. If that is considered to be 
too political, then the state of the First 
Amendment is a sad one. The names 
Barack Obama or Nancy Pelosi, or Harry 

Reid, or even George W. Bush were never 
even uttered.  
 As for the demographics of the 
rally, the Washington Post firmly declared 
that they were “overwhelmingly white.” 
There were people of all races there, but 
it is undeniable that they were a minority 
amongst hundreds of thousands of 
attendees (or thousands if you follow 
MSNBC’s reporting) However, what is 
disturbing is that these critics seem to 
believe that the credibility of the message 
conveyed by these people is inextricably 
linked to the race of the messenger. It 
couldn’t have mattered less that the 
loudest conservative voice of the event 
was King’s own niece, Dr. Alveda King.  
Christianity was also a heavily expressed 
theme which received just as much 
criticism in the press. 
 This rally was unlike anything 
our generation has seen before. The 
meanings, implications, and First 
amendment debates will continue on. 
Whether Glenn Beck “restored honor” or 
not is something to be debated years 
from now when the repercussions of the 
current administration’s policies and the 
public’s reaction is truly realized. But no 
one can deny that this was an event which 
will be remembered for many years to 
come.
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Restoring Honor, 
One Rally at a Time? 
 

By Jim Banks 

[Ana Santos] 
 

[Ana Santos] 
AUCRs on their way to the Restoring 
Honor Rally at the Lincoln Memorial 

[Ana Santos] 
 

[Ana Santos] 
AUCRs at the Restoring Honor 

Rally 

[Ana Santos] 
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THE BULLETIN 
UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS    

 
9/109/109/109/10   CRs go to the Nationals game 

Meet @South Side Shuttle stop at 
5:30 PM – First Pitch 7:10 
 

9/10   9/10   9/10   9/10   9/11 Remembrance flag setup 
     Meet at 7 AM on the Quad 
 
9/13   9/13   9/13   9/13   AUCRs Present Former UN 
     Ambassador John Bolton 
     
9/30    9/30    9/30    9/30    Bipartisan Women’s Panel 
 
10101010/1   /1   /1   /1   Carnivore Initiative 
     On the Quad 

 
 

Make sure to “like” the “American 
University College Republicans” 
Facebook Page for up to date 

facebook events and information 
on what’s on the way 

Countdown to Countdown to Countdown to Countdown to     
Election DayElection DayElection DayElection Day    

 

Days Left: 50 
 

Real Clear PoliticsReal Clear PoliticsReal Clear PoliticsReal Clear Politics    
Predictions:Predictions:Predictions:Predictions:    

 

House: 
Democrat: 193 | Toss Up: 35 | 

Republican: 207 
 

Senate: 
Democrat: 48 | Toss Up: 6 | 

Republican: 46 
 

Governor: 
Democrat: 16 | Toss Up: 8 | 

Republican: 26 
    

As of 9/12 
 

Source: http://www.realclearpolitics.com/elections/ 

PleasePleasePleasePlease    join us join us join us join us forforforfor    ourourourour    first first first first 
speakerspeakerspeakerspeaker    this yearthis yearthis yearthis year    

 
 

Former Former Former Former UN AmbassadorUN AmbassadorUN AmbassadorUN Ambassador    
John BoltonJohn BoltonJohn BoltonJohn Bolton    

 

John R. Bolton, a diplomat and a lawyer, has spent many 
years in public service. From August 2005 to December 2006, 
he served as the U.S. permanent representative to the United 
Nations. From 2001 to 2005, he was undersecretary of state 

for arms control and international security. At AEI, 
Ambassador Bolton's area of research is U.S. foreign and 

national security policy. 
    

 
WHEN: Monday, September 13th @: Monday, September 13th @: Monday, September 13th @: Monday, September 13th @    5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM    

 

Where: Ward 2Ward 2Ward 2Ward 2    
    

The Top FiveThe Top FiveThe Top FiveThe Top Five    
 

The Best Political Articles, Quotes, and 
Stories from around the Net 

 

• “Democrats Plan Political Triage to Retain House” by Jeff 
Zeleny and Carl Hulse of the New York Times 
http://www.insidebayarea.com/california/ci_15995785 
 

• From the Twitter of Representative Paul Ryan:  Washington's 
reckless debt explosion is ultimately borne by every man, 
woman & child in the nation: http://bit.ly/cmM74M 
@gopconference 
 

• “Now not time to build mosque near ground zero” by Sarwat 
Sayed of the Detroit News 
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100903/OPINION01/903
0331/1008/Now-not-time-to-build-mosque-near-ground-zero 
 

• “Oval Office rug gets history wrong” by Jamie Stiehm of the 
Washington Post 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/09/03/AR2010090305100.html 
 

• “These Talks are Doomed” by Monica Charen of the National 
Review 
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/245555/these-talks-
are-doomed-mona-charen 

 

For quick links to these articles and more, check out The 
Right Wing twitter at www.twitter.com/aurightwing 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Though she lost her bid to run against Senate 

Majority Leader Harry Reid, Suzanne Lowden will 
remain an icon to a generation of AU College 
Republicans. The former Nevada GOP chair was the 
Republican frontrunner among a pool of contenders 
hoping to be the party's choice to unseat Harry Reid in 
Nevada, and as a graduate of American University, she 
was obviously a favorite. 

Early in May, Lowden was attending a fundraiser 
in Washington, DC. Reaching out to her Alma mater, 
she invited the AUGOP to a rooftop reception after 
the event hosted by Senator Fred Thompson at his 
penthouse apartment a few city blocks from the 
National Mall. Awe was the expression on the face on 
the fifteen college kids, all dressed to impress, while 
they mingled in a crowd of a couple dozen wealthy, 
powerful Washington lobbyists. The roof offered an 
unparalleled view of the Capitol, all lit up at night. It 
was truly a stunning experience. 

Sue Lowden greeted everyone with poise, and 
during the following conversation, she proved to be 
uniquely personable. Everyone was impressed with 
her down-to-Earth candidness. She talked in depth 

about her bid for a Senate seat and why she was 
opposing Senator Harry Reid. Originally voting for 
Reid when he first sought office, she came to witness 
his transformation from a moderately conservative 
democrat, to a liberal who has developed cozy 
relationship with unions and the Washington elite. 

Unfortunately, the people of Nevada failed to 
see the multimillionaire's merit as her numbers took a 
nosedive after some controversial and inept 
comments on the campaign trail. The local Tea Party 
organizations endorsed her radical opponent, Sharon 
Angle, and Lowden fell victim to an anti-
establishment sentiment that is currently permeating 
the Republican Party. According to Politico, Lowden 
also ran one of the worst campaigns of 2010. 

Every student left that reception knowing that 
it was a night unlike any other. While it was a shame 
that AU did not have a real chance to gain a Senator, 
maybe it can provide a learning experience about 
elections. Voting one's convictions in a primary to 
make a point can backfire if the election is ultimately 
lost.
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For a Select Few Young 
Conservatives: A Night to 

Remember 
 

By Paul Bencivenga 

AUCRs with AU alum and Nevada Senatorial Candidate Sue Lowden 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
My name is Stephen Laudone and I have the 

honor and privilege of serving as your president for the 
2010-2011 academic year.  The College Republicans has 
been a staple of American University political life since 
its revival in the early 2000s under the instruction of our 
advisor Bernie Schulz and conservative campus giants 
like Bob Nardo. We have been an integral part of our 
University’s status as Number 1 Most Politically Active 
School for the 3rd time in five years! 

The AUCRs have brought many of the 
nation’s biggest conservative movers and shakers to 
campus over the years including political strategist Karl 
Rove in 2007, presidential hopeful Ron Paul in 2008 
and Secretary of Commerce under President Bush, 
Carlos Gutierrez.  This year, our goal is not only to live 
up to these high standards set for us but also to become 
a more visible, well-recognized and active organization 
on campus. Expect high profile individuals to speak to 
our organization on a range of issues and topics 
throughout the year. 

The College Republicans is a club which 
means our prime goal and purpose is to serve our 
members in every way possible.  That being said, we 
plan to provide more social opportunities to help 
people get to know one another, to improve club events 
and to build a network of people who share similar 
beliefs to support each other through four years of 
college.  So look for exciting events like Nationals 
games, the Carnivore Initiative on the quad and a 
shooting trip in the spring. 

We also intend to participate in more 
community service both on and off campus.  As 
conservatives, we believe that communities, 
religious institutions and individuals are best able to 

serve the needy of the community, not the 
government.  In order to live up to that belief, the 
AUCRs intend to do their part this year for our 
local communities through our new community 
service chair position on the E-Board. We intend to 
work with the AU Community Service Coalition to 
create service opportunities in addition to creating 
our own initiatives on issues such as veterans.  

Finally, we want our members to get 
involved.  First, get involved in campaigns both 
locally in Virginia and Maryland, but also nationally 
through campaign trips and phone banking on the 
Hill with the RNC, NRCC and NRSC.  Secondly and 
most important, GET INVOLVED IN THE 
AUCRs! Don’t be just another member; reach out to 
the E-Board. 

Sign up to write for the The Right Wing 
newsletter/blog, volunteer to help make service a 
staple of our club, or work on events and social 
activities. Offer to fundraise or get involved with our 
Women’s Outreach, and ask our design chair to teach 
you some techniques used on posters. Perhaps you’d 
like to take pictures at events or be a Residence Hall 
Captain.  GET INVOLVED! Make this club your 
own and provide us with as much feedback as 
possible!  

I hope you are all as excited as I am to start 
the new year with the AU College Republicans! It is 
going to be fun filled and a group where Republicans, 
conservatives, and libertarians can gather to enjoy 
each other’s company, talk issues and be proactive in 
spreading our ideas, solutions and principles.  

A Message from the 
AUCR President 
Stephen Laudone 
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     Hi my name is Jim Banks and I am this year’s Editor-in-Chief of 

our newsletter, The Right Wing. After a one year hiatus, we’re bringing 
The Right Wing back better than ever. It’s a big task, but I’m ready and 
eager to get things going. Whether it’s the The Right Wing Blog, our 
formal newsletter, or the newly created The Right Wing twitter, we’re 
going to do our best to bring you the best of news and opinion from 
the American University College Republican membership.  Let me 
take the time to describe to you my plans for the year for The Right 
Wing. 

     We will be bringing back both the print form and the blog form 
of The Right Wing. It’s important to have these two mediums for The 
Right Wing as it provides different ways for people to contribute. Some 
people prefer blogging. Others prefer the more formal setting of a 
newsletter. Either way, we are providing the AUCR community with 
multiple ways of communicating their views through writing. With the 
blog, anyone who wants to write will be able to have an almost 
instantaneous way of expression their opinion. With the 
implementation of a The Right Wing twitter account, we will be linked 
into the 24/7 online news cycle. 

     The print edition is a tradition of the AUCRs though and will be 
just as important as any of our online efforts. For now, we are 
focusing on covering the events of the AUCRs and major news events 
including the midterm election. However, it is my personal goal to 
grow this paper into one which can have a variety of sections for 
articles. To have a diverse and high quality newsletter which provides 
both news and opinion is the ultimate goal which I know we can 
reach. 

     So I would encourage you to become a contributor to The Right 
Wing. It’s ok if you are not the best writer. We would be doing a 
disservice if we were not providing every College Republican at 
American University with a place to write and express their opinions. 
Even if you’re even on the fence about contributing please find me on 
Facebook or email me at aurightwing@ gmail.com. There are so many 
opportunities with The Right Wing that even if writing doesn’t appeal to 
you, there are still many ways to be a part of it. There are endless 
possibilities for us and I can’t wait to work with everyone.  

  
- Jim Banks, Editor-in-Chief 

 

The Editor’s Corner 

American 
University 
College 

Republicans 
 

On the Web: 
www.aurepublicans.org 

 
On Facebook: 

Search: 
“American University 
College Republicans” 

 
On Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/aucrs 

 
Email: 

Aucollegerepublican@gmail.com 

 
 

The Right Wing 
 

Blog: 
www.aurepublicans.org 

 
Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/aurightwing 

 
Email: 

aurightwing@gmail.com 
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